
Excerpts from Martin Luther King’s “I Have a Dream” Speech – August 28, 1963 
 

As you read the following speech, highlight the portions that stand out to you personally. Be 
prepared to discuss as a class.  

 
I am happy to join with you today in what will go down in history as the greatest demonstration for freedom 
in the history of our nation… 
 
Now is the time to make real the promises of democracy. Now is the time to rise from the dark and desolate 
valley of segregation to the sunlit path of racial justice. Now is the time to lift our nation from the quicksands 
of racial injustice to the solid rock of brotherhood. Now is the time to make justice a reality for all of God’s 
children… 
 
But there is something that I must say to my people… In the process of gaining our rightful place we must 
not be guilty of wrongful deeds. Let us not seek to satisfy our thirst for freedom by drinking from the cup of 
bitterness and hatred. We must forever conduct our struggle on the high plane of dignity and discipline. We 
must not allow our creative protest to degenerate into physical violence… 
 
I am not unmindful that some of you have come here out of great trials and tribulations. Some of you have 
come fresh from narrow jail cells. Some of you have come from areas where your quest for freedom left you 
battered by storms of persecution and staggered by the winds of police brutality. You have been the 
veterans of creative suffering. Continue to work with the faith that unearned suffering is redemptive.  
 
Let us not wallow in the valley of despair. I say to you today my friends – so even though we face the 
difficulties of today and tomorrow, I still have a dream. It is a dream deeply rooted in the American dream.  
 
I have a dream that one day this nation will rise up and live out of the true meaning of its creed: “We hold 
these truths to be self-evident, that all men are created equal.” 
 
I have a dream that one day on the red hills of Georgia the sons of former slaves and the sons of former 
slave owners will be able to sit down together at the table of brotherhood. 
 
I have a dream that one day even the state of Mississippi, a state sweltering with the heat of injustice, 
sweltering with the heat of oppression, will be transformed into an oasis of freedom and justice. 
 
I have a dream that my four little children will one day live in a nation where they will not be judged by the 
color of their skin but by the content of their character. 
 
I have a dream today… 
 
This will be the day, this will be the day when all of God’s children will be able to sing with new meaning “My 
country ‘tis of thee, sweet land of liberty, of thee I sing. Land where my fathers died, land of the Pilgrim’s 
pride, from every mountainside, let freedom ring!” 
 
And if America is to be a great nation, this must become true. And so let freedom ring… 
 
Let freedom ring. And when this happens, and when we allow freedom ring – when we let it ring from every 
village and every hamlet, from every state and every city, we will be able to speed up that day when all of 
God’s children – black men and white men, Jews and Gentiles, Protestants and Catholics – will be able to 
join hands and sing in the words of the Negro spiritual: “Free at last! Thank God Almighty, we are free at 
last!” 


